Meet the Man Who Nailed Jesus to the Cross
By Jim Day

When James Likens, former parish pastor in the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod, gives his presentation of Canceled:
The story of Jesus, St. Paul, and Julius, a Centiisomot
uncommon to see members of the audience wiping tears
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Christian for 80 years. This was the first time | think | really
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what is this presentation? It is the powerful story of the man
who nailed Jesus to the cross.
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Likens, a former newspaper reporter and publisher, televi-
sion reporter, and owner of JDL Video Productions in St.
Louis, has created the story of Julius, the Centurion men-
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for Italy, Paul and some other prisoners were handed ove
a centurion named Julius, who belonged to the Imperial R
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His first presentation of this Centurion was done for Family
Shield Ministries two years ago. Kay Meyer, a columnist for
the MetroVoice asked Likens to do a presentation at the min-
istries’ annual fund raising dinner. After seeing the response
of the audience, Likens set out to further develop this charac-
ter and his story.
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Acts27 a centurion was ordered to take prisoners to Rome. If a Roman soldier lost a prisoner he was executed without
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And how does he fill that hole? This story, as told by Julius, reveals that St. Paul asked him that first night on the ship

if he had ever heard of Jesus of Nazareth. Paul tells Julius that he was on his way to Damascus to persecute the follow-
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was made out of plastic and imitation leather. | knew if Julius was to have the ability to take an audience back 2000
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Likens spent several months searching the Internet for just the right elements: the helmet, the breastplate, the
sword. Much of the leather work he did himself. It takes him nearly 20 minutes to suit up before a presentation. The
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tion begins with an A Cappella version of Were You Therélowever, I've rewritten it so it is based upon the concept of
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a deep breath and | exhale Jim Likens. When | inhale, Julius arrives and he is with me throughout the story. | simply sur-
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During Holy Week, Likens did the chapel service for Lutheran Hour Ministries on Maundy Thursday. The Rev. Dr. Ken
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can be seen at www.spiritusgladius.com/julius.
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While Julius is the teller of the story, the real story is what St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Colossians, & 2 K Sy & 2 dz
were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us
our sins, having canceled the written code (the Law), with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed
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ence that they will receive a nail as they leave.
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At present, Likens is looking for a booking agent or management team who can promote and book appearances both

locally and nationally.

Julius is available for bookings by emailing him at julius@canceledcode.ar@r you can call Jim Likens at
(314) 308-5203.



