
Meet the Man Who Nailed Jesus to the Cross 

By Jim Day 

 When James Likens, former parish pastor in the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, gives his presentation of Canceled: 
The story of Jesus, St. Paul, and Julius, a Centurion, it is not 
uncommon to see members of the audience wiping tears 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ  !ǎ ƻƴŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLϥǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
Christian for 80 years.  This was the first time I think I really 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ !ƴŘ 
what is this presentation?  It is the powerful story of the man 
who nailed Jesus to the cross. 

 Likens, a former newspaper reporter and publisher, televi-
sion reporter, and owner of JDL Video Productions in St. 
Louis, has created the story of Julius, the Centurion men-
tioned in Acts 27:1. (ά²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀƛƭ 
for Italy, Paul and some other prisoners were handed over to 
a centurion named Julius, who belonged to the Imperial Regi-
ƳŜƴǘΦέ) 

 His first presentation of this Centurion was done for Family 
Shield Ministries two years ago. Kay Meyer, a columnist for 
the MetroVoice, asked Likens to do a presentation at the min-
istries' annual fund raising dinner.  After seeing the response 
of the audience, Likens set out to further develop this charac-
ter and his story. 

 άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ 
Acts 27 a centurion was ordered to take prisoners to Rome.  If a Roman soldier lost a prisoner he was executed without 
ŀ ǘǊƛŀƭΣέ [ƛƪŜƴǎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘΦ άLƴ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ΨThe next day we landed at Sidon; and Julius, in kindness to Paul, allowed 
ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΩ  L ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ψƛƴ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ 
ǘƻ tŀǳƭΚΩέ 

 ά¢ƘŜ Bible ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƭŀŎŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŎƭƻǘƘΣέ [ƛƪŜƴǎ ǎŀȅǎΦ άLǘϥǎ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ōȅ ŀ ŦƛƴŜƭȅ ǿƻǾŜƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘϥǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻƭŜǎΦ  LϥǾŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘƻƭŜǎΦέ  

 And how does he fill that hole?  This story, as told by Julius, reveals that St. Paul asked him that first night on the ship 
if he had ever heard of Jesus of Nazareth.  Paul tells Julius that he was on his way to Damascus to persecute the follow-
ŜǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά{ŀǳƭΗ {ŀǳƭΗ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜ ƳŜΚέ 

 Wǳƭƛǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ tŀǳƭΣ ά{ƛǊΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ Iƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǿŀǎ ŀ /ŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ƛƴ WŜǊǳπ
ǎŀƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀƛƭŜŘ IƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΦέ 

 hƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇǎ [ƛƪŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ Wǳƭƛǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ L 
ǳǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ƘƛŜƭŘ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ tŀǎǎƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ŜǾŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΣέ [ƛƪŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ  άLǘ 
was made out of plastic and imitation leather.  I knew if Julius was to have the ability to take an audience back 2000 
ȅŜŀǊǎΣ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴΦέ 

 Likens spent several months searching the Internet for just the right elements: the helmet, the breastplate, the 
sword.  Much of the leather work he did himself. It takes him nearly 20 minutes to suit up before a presentation.  The 
ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ пл ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀǎ [ƛƪŜƴǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ άǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΦέ 

 ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛƪŜƴǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŘƻǿƴΦ ά!ƭƭ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΣέ [ƛƪŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ άaȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀπ
tion begins with an A Cappella version of Were You There. However, I've rewritten it so it is based upon the concept of 



Ψ²ŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ϥLϥ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΦΩ  ²ƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǘǊŀŎƪ /5 L ŎƭƻǎŜ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ  L ǘŀƪŜ 
a deep breath and I exhale Jim Likens.  When I inhale, Julius arrives and he is with me throughout the story. I simply sur-
ǊŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ǘŀƭƪΦέ 

 During Holy Week, Likens did the chapel service for Lutheran Hour Ministries on Maundy Thursday.  The Rev. Dr. Ken 
YƭŀǳǎΣ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ IƻǳǊ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΥ άhƴŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ 
¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΦέ  

 5ƻŜǎ ƘŜ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƻǊΚ άbƻΣέ [ƛƪŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ  άL ǎŜŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ ! ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
can be seen at www.spiritusgladius.com/julius. 

 While Julius is the teller of the story, the real story is what St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Colossians, ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all 
our sins, having canceled the written code (the Law), with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to 
ǳǎΤ IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƛǘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ƴŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΦέ (Col. 2:13-14).  As Julius brings his presentation to a close, he tells the audi-
ence that they will receive a nail as they leave.   

 ά¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣέ Wǳƭƛǳǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ άǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴπ
ŘŜƳƴŜŘ ȅƻǳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƴŎŜƭŜŘΣ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΦ ¸ƻǳΣ Ƴȅ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǘ ŦǊŜŜΦέ 

 At present, Likens is looking for a booking agent or management team who can promote and book appearances both 
locally and nationally. 

 Julius is available for bookings by emailing him at julius@canceledcode.org. Or you can call Jim Likens at  
(314) 308-5203. 

 


